New Zealand Film Commission
Film Festival Fund
– Guidelines for Applicants

Introduction
The New Zealand Film Commission supports established
New Zealand based film festivals through the Film Festival
Fund.
Film festivals are integral to New Zealand’s cultural landscape, not just because they offer
New Zealand filmmakers a platform on which to showcase their films to local audiences,
but also to provide opportunities for New Zealanders to see high calibre international films
that may not otherwise be released in cinemas.
International films screened in festivals offer insight into cultures and ideas different to our
own. These films promote discussion as they broaden and inform our perspective on the
world and its people.
Festivals invite international filmmakers to introduce and discuss their films, providing
valuable opportunities for our filmmaking talent to learn and network and to establish
connections with the worldwide filmmaking community.
Having a film screened in a New Zealand film festival can be an important stepping-stone
for filmmakers. Experience gained through being screened in a local festival, in front of a
local audience, can be valuable when taking films to larger international festivals and
markets.
Attending film festival screenings is a communal experience. In a world where we
increasingly access moving image material on personal screens, film festivals foster
community and remind audiences of the power and beauty films can have when shown on
a big screen. This, in turn, supports the exhibition business which relies on people
attending films in cinemas.

Film Festival Fund Overview
The Film Festival Fund supports film festivals throughout New Zealand annually.
Applications are for one year, and funding is discretionary – that is, the NZFC chooses
where best to allocate the available funds. All funding is dependent on the availability of
funds in a given year.
Decisions are final. The criteria applied may change from time to time, but all decisions will
be consistent with the New Zealand Film Commission Act 1978.

Here to help
These guidelines are intended to help you deliver the strongest application possible. The
Marketing Team is available to discuss your festival’s eligibility before making an
application.
To contact us email marketing@nzfilm.co.nz.
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What happens to your application

Next steps
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