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Production Notes
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Log Line

Samoan brothers struggle to reconcile traditional culture with life on the city
streets.

Short Synopsis

Brothers Tuna and loane, and their friend Frankie, drink and fight every
Saturday night, and attend church every Sunday morning. However, when a
routine street fight puts Frankie in intensive care, the brother’s reactions may
divide their future forever.

Long Synopsis

Samoan brothers Tuna and loane, and their friend Frankie, attend church
every Sunday. Although money is tight, all families donate significant sums.
When Frankie’s parent's car is repossessed in the church car park, the boys
are aware the Priest just turns a blind eye to their plight.

That weekend the boys head into town for their weekly round of drinking and
fighting. Frustrated with the church and their parents, they go too far and
Frankie ends up in intensive care. Tuna and loane are confronted by Frankie's
Mother in the hospital hallway. She says nothing, but it is clear she holds the
two of them responsible for what has happened to her son.

When Tuna and loane see Frankie, loane vows to his unconscious friend that
he will be avenged. However, Tuna refuses to join in with this plan and is left
behind when loane storms out of the room. Tuna stares out of the hospital
window where, beyond a scarred landscape, lies the church.



Director’s Notes

| originally wrote this film as a feature, but after receiving funding from the
New Zealand Film Commission, | re-wrote the central ideas to fit a short
format. | felt particularly close to the themes of friendship and loyalty, cultural
tradition, family values and religion especially with regard to Pacific Island
peoples. | deliberately wrote a story which would star the people and
locations of South Auckland, because | believe these are the centre of
Polynesian culture in New Zealand. However, one of the films major hurdles
was convincing Samoan's to be involved with, and support the film. | believe
this is because I'm dealing with controversial and sensitive issues in the film.

Director’s Bio

Popo Lilo currently teaches film studies at Best Training Ltd. This is a private
tertiary provider catering primarily for the Pacific Island community and is
based in Manukau, South Auckland. Popo graduated in 2001 with a Bachelor
in Performing Arts from Unitec, majoring in directing and writing for the stage.
During his time at Unitec, Popo directed four short films and a documentary.
He has also directed three short plays and a television studio piece.

Production Company: West Coast Film Club

West Coast Film Club was formed by Lisa Schulz in 2002 after receiving
script development funding for feature film ‘Stringer’, which is now shooting as
an independent low-budget by first time feature director Steve Morrison. The
company produced two short films in 2003 ‘Tiga e le lloa’ directed by Popo
Lilo (screening at Sundance 2004), and ‘My Father's Shoes’ by Sam Scott.
Lisa has several projects in development; one feature and two animated
series. Lisa will be assessing market response to these projects at Sundance
2004.

Producer: Lisa Schulz

Lisa is currently employed by Weta Workshop as a production manager for a
new animated childrens series, having previously produced two animated
series for New Zealand network television. The two short films she produced
in 2003 were her first experiences shooting on 35mm.

Producer: Ashley Stuart-Coupland

Ashley Stuart-Coupland is currently a Producer at Cream TV in Auckland.
Ashley started working on films in the art department then crossed over into
production. Ashley is currently producing another short film with multi-award
winning choreographer Shona McCullagh. Ashley’s aim is to develop and
produce feature films in the near future.



Festivals:

Sundance Film Festival 2004

Montreal Film Festival 2004

Palm Springs Film Festival 2004

Hofer Filmtage 2004

Hawaii International Film Festival 2004

LA Asian Pacific Film Festival 2005

Pacifica New York Hawaiian Film Festival 2005
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2nd Assistant Director
3rd Assistant Director
Steadicam

Focus Puller
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