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short synopsis
She’s Racing explores the dreamlike logic of a young woman in the aftermath of a car crash in remote New Zealand bush.  A connection builds slowly between the woman and the severely injured man she drags from a car.  Consequences and responsibilities are a world away from the quiet, surreal-zone of the film.

full synopsis
An empty V8 Holden sits cooling on an isolated road - post crash - with no other vehicle in sight.  

A young woman walks down from the road, deep into the bush. She finds a red car - upside down - wheels still spinning.  As she approaches it the side window bursts out in a spray of glass. She looks through the empty window space - a man looks back.  

She wrenches open the door and drags him out and away from the car - his eyes close.  Breathing heavily - the woman leans back against a tree.  

A little later she examines him - and discovers his foot has been lost in the crash. She retrieves the amputated foot from the twisted metal on the underside of the car and carefully places it at the end of his leg. She wears a name badge ‘Angie’.  He comes to - and she reassures him he is all right.

A second woman arrives at the roadside scene of the crash - calls an ambulance - and heads down into the bush.  Angie hears her coming and runs off to the side - hiding.  The woman finds him on the ground.  

By dark an ambulance arrives at the scene - but the Holden is gone.  Officers head down into the bush where the second woman waits with the man.  He is barely conscious - but mutters her name - Angie. 

Angie drives her car - her eyes stung by oncoming headlights.

cast
Angie:

Sophia Hawthorne

Sophia has had leading roles in the feature films ‘When Love Comes’ dir. 
Garth Maxwell, and ‘Savage Honeymoon’ dir. Mark Beasley.  She is also a prolific stage actress and singer, including productions of ‘Caberet’, ‘La Traviata’ and ‘Closer’.  
Man:


Rakai Karaitiana
Second woman:
Clare Kerrison

director’s notes
She’s Racing is intended to be a lean, economical film that occurs very much in the present - yet leaves viewers intrigued by the main character, and with a sense of mystery.

To try and achieve this, I began by making up a complex back story between the two main characters, ‘Angie’ and the young man.  Then, on the day of the film they find themelves driving towards each other on an empty road.  In a split second ‘Angie’ decides to cross the centerline and drive into him.  That is the inciting event.  

The film itself begins after the crash.   I hoped that by keeping the back story in mind as I wrote the script, and by giving it to the actors as a provocation, a hint of it - or at least of some enigma beyond that presented would pervade the film.  That meant on the surface the film need give nothing away about its characters - they are even dressed blandly - ‘Angie’ in a uniform style.  Her name ‘Angie’ - on a name badge, could be any name.   They don’t really speak.

Finally, the visual style and sound design are intended to reflect and intensify the interior coldness of the film.
She’s Racing has also been Officially Selected for Edinburgh 2000.
key credits
Director/Writer:
Kirstin Marcon
‘She’s Racing’ is Kirstin’s second short film post film school.  Her first, ‘The Garden Gate’ was shot on 16mm and screened in New Zealand.
Producer:

Nik Beachman

Nik has produced two other shorts, ‘Painted Lady’ dir. Belinda Schmid (Official selection Tampere 2000) and ‘Home Kill’ dir.  Andrew Bancroft.  He also produces commercials.
D.O.P.:

Bret Nichols

Art Director:
Greg Page

Editor:

Angela Jackson

Sound Design:
Dave Whitehead

Music:

‘Guiding Star’ by UNITONE HiFi 




(Funki Porcini remix)

