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Short Synopsis

Redemption is the dark and tender story of two Maori teenagers trying to find
their way through personal hells. However, in this coming of age story,
survival may not bring a happy ending.

Long Synopsis

Redemption is the dark and tender story of two Maori kids trying to find their
way through personal hells. Teenagers Zig and Jaffa get totally wasted, and
as always take the broken path from the house to Jaffa’s shed to play
Redemption. They have discovered a way to take the violence and pain in
their young lives and transform it into pleasure, healing and ultimately love.
Redemption is their favourite game; however, in this coming of age story,
survival may not bring a happy ending.
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Director’s Notes

Mihi atu ki nga kaipanui e hangai ana ki te kaupapa nei.

When | first read Phil Kawana’s short story, | became haunted by it. How
could something so terrible be so beautiful? Like many of Phil’s stories from
his two collections they are bleak, raw and most potently they are crafted in
an authentic voice that makes you wonder - how does he know these things
happen? Phil was born and raised under Maunga Taranaki, his books sit
alongside other taonga in the display cabinet in Te Niho o te Atiawa at
Parihaka pa. He is one of my favourite writers.

Pana Hema-Taylor came into acting through through a high school teacher
who was able to introduce to Pana a skill and maybe a vocation that he could
shine in. He took him away from a world of violence, crime, drugs and a
predestined path as a gang member. Within moments of putting my first frame
on Pana in the maori language soap opera Whanau | knew that he was
something extraordinary. Here was Zig, a boy at 16 who already knows far too
much, has seen far too much and most importantly radiates a freshness, a
purity that is innate. And therein lies the two opposing forces of this story;
corruption and purity; violence and aroha; isolation and intimacy; sacred and
profane; tapu and noa. It is these opposing energies that craft this piece of
cinema.

The performances in Redemption are startling and express an extraordinary
relationship so purely based on aroha — its honesty and pureness
underpinned by violence and pain. | hope to leave audiences as haunted as |
was when | first came across Redemption.

Redemption is love story, a coming of age story, a Maori story, a Taranaki
story. This is my first Maori film and the connection | have to the material has
been with me many years. It is not my story but a story | connect to.



Ka whawhai tonu matou.



Producer’s Note — Rachel Jean

Katie and | began this journey when we had just returned from the Sundance
Film Festival where her first short film This Is Her gained a fantastic
response.

While at Sundance a fabulous event happened —in a raffle | won a
US$25,000 prize in production, post production sound and digital services
from NBC/Universal towards making a film. The only trick was that it must be
used before the end of 2009. | made a deal with Katie that she could use it on
a project that moved her, and one that would be most unlikely to find funds
elsewhere. In other words - an exceptional, innovative, non-commercial film.

She chose Redemption.

As you can tell by reading her Director’s Notes, this is a story that moved
Katie from the first reading. My response to reading the script was similar. It is
incredibly simple, so utterly tragic, and extremely beautiful. Redemption. I love
the complexity of the word — liberation, yet freedom purchased with payment
of sacrifice.

Being Maori herself, Katie has brought cultural specificity to the story but she

has made this is a universal story of abuse, love, survival and finding
redemption.

Director’s Bio

Katie Wolfe is from Taranaki and is Ngati Tama, Ngati Mutunga and Pakeha.

She has been involved in the New Zealand performing arts and screen
industries for the past 15 years. She has a BA majoring in English and Drama
and also trained as an actor at Toi Whakaari, the New Zealand Drama
School.

Katie’s first short film This Is Her won her short flmmaker 2008 at the New
Zealand Film Festival. Since its completion in May last year the film has been
officially selected for Sundance, Edinburgh, Melbourne, Telluride, and New
York Film Festivals. It won Best Audience Film Award at Prague Film Festival
and Best Short Film at the St Tropez Antipodes Film Festival, as well as being
a finalist in all short film categories at the NZ Qantas Film & TV Awards,
winning best cinematography. The film was funded through the NZFC pod
scheme under Combrio Shorts.

The New Zealand Drama School graduate has also become an award-
winning theatre director with productions like The Women, (Chapman Tripp
best new director), Plenty by David Hare, & the Catherine Downes written
production of The Case of Katherine Mansfield.



Katie has now cemented herself as a director of television. She began
directing for television on Shortland Street, which she consequently produced.
She was the establishing director on TV 2’s latest primetime drama Go Girls.

Producer: Rachel Jean

Rachel Jean has been producing drama and documentary for large and small
screen for more than a decade. Working in New Zealand, for many of the
leading production companies, she has spent time on the WIFT executive
(Women in Film & TV Association) and has been on the SPADA executive
committee (Screen Production and Development Association).

Her experience in production has ranged from short films, corporate videos,
commercials, television drama and documentaries to feature film production.

In 1995 Rachel line-produced three one hour dramas, Niki Caro's Plain
Tastes, Jonathan Cullinane's Trifecta and Jess Hobbs' Overnight, and was
associate producer on another drama, Fiona Samuel's Home Movie which
immediately proceeded being associate producer on Niki Caro's (Whalerider)
first feature Memory & Desire.

During the last decade Rachel has produced a broad range of short films. Old
Bastards directed by Niki Caro, Black Bitch directed by Annalise Patterson
and Testdrive directed by Mark Summerville, were all funded by Creative New
Zealand. Headlong directed by Simon Raby, The Road Back directed by
Annalise Patterson and Philosophy directed by Geoffrey Cawthorn were
funded by the New Zealand Film Commission.

Rachel also Executive Produced with Owen Hughes a Short Film Tender for
the New Zealand Film Commission over two years, producing seven films;
Trust Me, Camping With Camus, Falling Sparrows, Watermark, The hill,
Honey, and Waterwoman.

Since then Rachel has produced a one-hour television drama for TV3, Love
Mussel directed by Michael Hurst and starring Kevin Smith, 2 seasons (26
episodes) of a half-hour children’s drama series Secret Agent Men for
Greenstone Pictures, a 13 part drama series called ‘The Market’, and a 6 part
half hour drama series Ride With the Devil both for TV2.

Rachel has recently become Head of Drama and Comedy for Mediaworks
(TV3 & C4).

However Rachel is still committed to developing directors of drama, towards a
long-term goal of feature film production, and currently has a few feature films
in development with NZFC support.
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