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When	
  a	
  blind	
  date	
  takes	
  a	
  turn	
  for	
  the	
  worst,	
  two	
  expats	
  seek	
  refuge	
  in	
  their	
  imaginations	
  and	
  
each	
  other	
  to	
  escape	
  the	
  horrors	
  of	
  reality.
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I	
  was	
  in	
  the	
  2011	
  Christchurch	
  earthquake	
  that	
  killed	
  185	
  people.	
  	
  During	
  that	
  disaster	
  I	
  
heard	
  of	
  ordinary	
  men	
  and	
  women	
  putting	
  themselves	
  at	
  considerable	
  risk	
  to	
  help	
  others,	
  to	
  
pull	
  people	
  from	
  rubble	
  or	
  comfort	
  a	
  dying	
  stranger.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  incredibly	
  moved	
  by	
  what	
  
happened	
  in	
  Christchurch	
  that	
  day	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  clear	
  to	
  me	
  that	
  humankind	
  has	
  a	
  tremendous	
  
capacity	
  for	
  kindness	
  and	
  heroism.	
  	
  Despite	
  the	
  different	
  context,	
  my	
  experience	
  of	
  this	
  
disaster	
  has	
  given	
  me	
  a	
  strong	
  connection	
  to	
  Dancers	
  and	
  the	
  humanity	
  that	
  lies	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  
our	
  story.	
  	
  For	
  me,	
  Dancers	
  is	
  about	
  exploring	
  the	
  deep	
  connection	
  that	
  can	
  develop	
  between	
  
two	
  people	
  under	
  duress	
  and	
  how	
  ordinary	
  people	
  can	
  step	
  up	
  and	
  respond	
  in	
  heroic	
  ways.
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Louise	
  Leitch	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  Australia	
  and	
  graduated	
  from	
  Canberra	
  University	
  with	
  a	
  Bachelor	
  of	
  
Arts	
  in	
  Communication	
  and	
  Media.	
  	
  She	
  established	
  an	
  in-­‐house	
  production	
  unit	
  for	
  the	
  
Australian	
  Government	
  directing	
  social	
  issues	
  documentaries.	
  	
  She	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  direct	
  award-­‐
winning	
  productions	
  for	
  clients	
  such	
  as	
  Qantas,	
  Westpac	
  Bank,	
  The	
  Salvation	
  Army,	
  Coca-­‐Cola	
  
Amatil	
  and	
  the	
  Cancer	
  Council	
  before	
  embarking	
  on	
  a	
  successful	
  career	
  directing	
  Australian	
  
television	
  drama.	
  

After	
  moving	
  to	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Louise	
  directed	
  her	
  ]irst	
  short	
  ]ilm,	
  Whakatiki,	
  which	
  premiered	
  
at	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  Festival	
  in	
  2012	
  and	
  has	
  screened	
  at	
  more	
  than	
  20	
  festivals	
  since.	
  	
  Whakatiki	
  
won	
  Best	
  Short	
  Film	
  at	
  2012	
  First	
  Peoples’	
  Festival	
  Montreal	
  and	
  Best	
  Actress	
  in	
  a	
  Short	
  Film	
  
at	
  Wairoa	
  Film	
  Festival	
  and	
  the	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Film	
  Awards.	
  	
  Her	
  award-­‐winning	
  second	
  ]ilm,	
  
Blankets,	
  premiered	
  at	
  2013	
  Palm	
  Springs	
  Shortfest	
  and	
  has	
  screened	
  at	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  festivals.	
  	
  
Dancers	
  is	
  Louise’s	
  third	
  short	
  ]ilm	
  and	
  she	
  has	
  feature	
  narratives	
  currently	
  in	
  development.
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Casey	
  Whelan	
  is	
  a	
  New	
  Zealand	
  born,	
  globally	
  raised	
  screenwriter.	
  	
  Recruited	
  straight	
  from	
  
the	
  University	
  of	
  Auckland	
  to	
  the	
  Shortland	
  Street	
  script	
  department,	
  Casey	
  spent	
  three	
  years	
  
cutting	
  her	
  teeth	
  on	
  fast	
  turn-­‐over	
  television	
  before	
  branching	
  out	
  on	
  her	
  own.	
  	
  As	
  a
freelancer	
  she	
  has	
  received	
  multiple	
  awards	
  for	
  her	
  short	
  and	
  feature	
  length	
  work,	
  and	
  had	
  
the	
  rare	
  privilege	
  of	
  being	
  one	
  of	
  three	
  writers	
  selected	
  for	
  the	
  2012	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Writers	
  
Guild	
  mentorship	
  with	
  the	
  late	
  Alan	
  Sharp	
  for	
  her	
  original	
  screenplay	
  You	
  and	
  Me.	
  	
  With	
  the	
  
support	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Film	
  Commission,	
  You	
  and	
  Me	
  is	
  currently	
  in	
  development	
  with
producers	
  Kelly	
  Kilgour	
  and	
  Timothy	
  White.

Casey's	
  reputation	
  as	
  a	
  go-­‐to	
  writer	
  for	
  hire	
  has	
  seen	
  her	
  work	
  on	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  feature	
  scripts	
  
locally	
  and	
  internationally	
  in	
  genres	
  ranging	
  from	
  American	
  mumble	
  core	
  comedy	
  to	
  New	
  
Zealand's	
  ]irst	
  hip-­‐hop	
  dance	
  ]ilm.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  her	
  work	
  for	
  the	
  big	
  screen,	
  Casey
is	
  returning	
  to	
  her	
  television	
  roots	
  and	
  developing	
  a	
  ]ive	
  pilot	
  slate	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  Steve	
  
Barr	
  and	
  Wellington's	
  Avalon	
  Studios.
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Melissa	
  Dodds	
  has	
  produced	
  numerous	
  short	
  ]ilms,	
  including	
  Louise	
  Leitch’s	
  Whakatiki,	
  which	
  
had	
  its	
  world	
  premiere	
  at	
  Tribeca	
  Film	
  Festival	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  in	
  2012	
  and	
  has	
  gone	
  on	
  to	
  
attend	
  more	
  than	
  20	
  ]ilm	
  festivals.	
  	
  Whakatiki	
  received	
  Best	
  Short	
  Film	
  at	
  the	
  2012	
  Presence	
  
Autochtone	
  Montreal	
  First	
  Peoples’	
  Festival	
  and	
  Best	
  Actress	
  Awards	
  for	
  Mabelle	
  Dennison	
  at	
  
the	
  Wairoa	
  Film	
  Festival	
  and	
  2012	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Film	
  Awards.	
  	
  Other	
  short	
  ]ilm	
  successes	
  
include	
  Patrick	
  Gillies’	
  Kitty	
  which	
  was	
  selected	
  for	
  over	
  15	
  international	
  ]ilm	
  festivals	
  
including	
  a	
  world	
  premiere	
  at	
  the	
  Montreal	
  World	
  Film	
  Festival.

Melissa	
  produced	
  the	
  feature	
  ]ilm,	
  Existence,	
  which	
  screened	
  at	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  international	
  
festivals	
  and	
  won	
  Best	
  Feature	
  Screenplay	
  at	
  the	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Writers	
  Guild’s	
  2012	
  Screen	
  
Awards.	
  	
  Melissa	
  also	
  line	
  produced	
  Paul	
  Campion’s	
  feature	
  The	
  Devil’s	
  Rock.	
  	
  Melissa	
  has	
  
production	
  managed	
  various	
  projects	
  at	
  Weta	
  Workshop,	
  Natural	
  History	
  New	
  Zealand	
  for	
  
Animal	
  Planet/Discovery	
  and	
  Sticky	
  Pictures.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  International	
  Touring	
  Exhibition	
  
Manager	
  for	
  Te	
  Papa	
  Tongarewa	
  and	
  has	
  also	
  produced	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  commercials.	
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Matt	
  Whelan	
  is	
  best	
  known	
  to	
  New	
  Zealand	
  audiences	
  for	
  his	
  role	
  as	
  Brad	
  Caul]ield	
  in	
  South	
  
Paci]ic	
  Pictures'	
  hit	
  comedy-­‐drama	
  series	
  Go	
  Girls.

After	
  graduating	
  from	
  Toi	
  Whakaari:	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Drama	
  School,	
  Matt	
  has	
  spent	
  ]ive	
  years	
  
working	
  professionally	
  in	
  all	
  forms	
  of	
  the	
  acting	
  craft.
	
  
His	
  ]ilm	
  credits	
  include,	
  Show	
  of	
  Hands,	
  My	
  Wedding	
  and	
  Other	
  Secrets,	
  for	
  which	
  he	
  was	
  
nominated	
  for	
  an	
  AFTA	
  for	
  Best	
  Lead	
  Actor,	
  The	
  Most	
  Fun	
  You	
  Can	
  Have	
  Dying,	
  ]ilmed	
  in	
  
Europe	
  and	
  New	
  Zealand,	
  which	
  again	
  earned	
  him	
  a	
  nomination	
  for	
  Best	
  Actor	
  at	
  the	
  New	
  
Zealand	
  Film	
  Awards	
  and	
  his	
  most	
  recent	
  ]ilm,	
  3	
  Mile	
  Limit	
  released	
  in	
  March	
  2014.
	
  
Matt	
  has	
  worked	
  continuously	
  in	
  television	
  having	
  completed	
  the	
  award-­‐winning	
  fourth	
  
series	
  of	
  Go	
  Girls	
  which	
  aired	
  in	
  2012.	
  In	
  2010,	
  Matt's	
  work	
  on	
  Go	
  Girls	
  earned	
  him	
  the	
  Qantas	
  
Film	
  and	
  Television	
  Award	
  for	
  Best	
  Supporting	
  Actor.	
  He	
  also	
  recently	
  appeared	
  in	
  Jane	
  
Campion's	
  award-­‐winning,	
  Top	
  of	
  the	
  Lake.
	
  
Matt	
  has	
  also	
  worked	
  in	
  professional	
  theatre,	
  his	
  most	
  recent	
  credits	
  being	
  Holding	
  the	
  Man	
  
and	
  Noel	
  Coward's	
  Private	
  Lives	
  which	
  were	
  both	
  staged	
  by	
  Silo	
  Theatre	
  in	
  Auckland.
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Sophie	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  UNITEC	
  School	
  of	
  Performing	
  and	
  Screen	
  Arts.	
  	
  She	
  has	
  worked	
  mainly	
  
as	
  an	
  actor	
  in	
  the	
  theatre,	
  ]ilm	
  and	
  television	
  industries	
  in	
  New	
  Zealand	
  but	
  also	
  as	
  a	
  theatre-­‐
maker	
  and	
  writer.

Her	
  recent	
  acting	
  work	
  includes	
  the	
  lead	
  in	
  feature	
  ]ilm	
  Fantail,	
  for	
  which	
  she	
  was	
  nominated	
  
for	
  Best	
  Actress	
  and	
  Best	
  Screenplay	
  at	
  the	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Film	
  Awards,	
  the	
  television	
  shows	
  
Auckland	
  Daze	
  and	
  Underbelly	
  -­‐	
  Land	
  of	
  the	
  Long	
  Green	
  Cloud	
  and	
  performing	
  in	
  Silo	
  Theatre’s	
  
Private	
  Lives	
  and	
  Tartuffe.	
  	
  Other	
  highlights	
  include	
  devising	
  and	
  performing	
  with	
  Theatre	
  
Beating	
  in	
  Milk	
  and	
  Rumplestilts,	
  performing	
  in	
  The	
  Rebel	
  Alliance’s	
  Yours	
  Truly,	
  The	
  Moving	
  
Theatre	
  Company’s	
  Dog	
  Sees	
  God	
  and	
  writing	
  and	
  performing	
  in	
  I	
  ♥	
  Camping.

She	
  has	
  worked	
  extensively	
  for	
  Silo	
  Theatre	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  ]ive	
  years	
  and	
  other	
  credits	
  for	
  the	
  
company	
  include	
  The	
  Scene,	
  The	
  Little	
  Dog	
  Laughed,	
  Based	
  on	
  Auckland	
  and	
  Tis	
  Pity	
  She’s	
  a	
  
Whore.	
  	
  Later	
  this	
  year	
  Sophie	
  stars	
  in	
  Silo’s	
  Belleville	
  with	
  Matt	
  Whelan,	
  directed	
  by	
  Oliver	
  
Driver.

Sophie	
  is	
  most	
  well	
  known	
  for	
  playing,	
  Cheryl's	
  lawyer,	
  Bailey	
  Wilson	
  in	
  the	
  ]inal	
  season	
  of	
  
Outrageous	
  Fortune.	
  	
  Sophie	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  seen	
  in	
  The	
  Most	
  Fun	
  You	
  Can	
  Have	
  Dying,	
  Bliss,	
  
Legend	
  of	
  the	
  Seeker,	
  The	
  Cult,	
  This	
  Is	
  Not	
  My	
  Life,	
  Piece	
  Of	
  My	
  Heart,	
  The	
  Jaquie	
  Brown	
  Diaries	
  
and	
  the	
  short	
  ]ilm	
  Hauraki.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  awarded	
  the	
  2009	
  Metro	
  award	
  for	
  Best	
  Actress	
  for	
  her	
  
work	
  in	
  	
  The	
  Scene	
  and	
  last	
  year	
  Sophie	
  was	
  on	
  the	
  2013	
  Canvas	
  Hot	
  List:	
  Top	
  50	
  people,	
  
places	
  and	
  things.
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Keagan	
  Carr	
  Fransch	
  was	
  born	
  and	
  raised	
  in	
  Zimbabwe	
  and	
  moved	
  to	
  New	
  Zealand	
  in	
  2004.	
  
She	
  majored	
  in	
  Theatre	
  Studies	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Waikato,	
  and	
  was	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  Hamilton-­‐
based	
  theatre	
  company	
  Carving	
  in	
  Ice	
  from	
  2007	
  to	
  2010,	
  before	
  moving	
  to	
  Wellington	
  to	
  
train	
  at	
  Toi	
  Whakaari:	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Drama	
  School.	
  	
  She	
  graduated	
  from	
  Drama	
  School	
  in	
  
2013.	
  	
  Dancers	
  was	
  Keagan's	
  ]irst	
  professional	
  ]ilm	
  and	
  she	
  aspires	
  to	
  do	
  more	
  work	
  in	
  ]ilm	
  
and	
  television,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  on	
  stage.
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Tawanda	
  Manyimo	
  is	
  a	
  Zimbabwean	
  born	
  actor	
  now	
  living	
  in	
  Auckland	
  New	
  Zealand.	
  He	
  
graduated	
  from	
  Toi	
  Whakaari:	
  New	
  Zealand	
  Drama	
  School	
  with	
  a	
  Performing	
  Arts	
  Degree	
  
Majoring	
  in	
  Acting.	
  	
  A	
  love	
  of	
  theatre	
  and	
  ]ilm	
  sees	
  him	
  working	
  on	
  various	
  
performance	
  projects.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  currently	
  involved	
  with	
  different	
  community	
  theatre	
  
organisations,	
  while	
  always	
  trying	
  to	
  pursue	
  his	
  passion	
  for	
  music	
  and	
  the	
  performing	
  arts.
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Redelond	
  Tsounga	
  is	
  a	
  New	
  Zealander	
  originally	
  from	
  Brazzaville,	
  the	
  Republic	
  of	
  Congo.	
  
Redelond	
  worked	
  on	
  the	
  television	
  series,	
  Super	
  City	
  II	
  with	
  Madeleine	
  Sami.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  worked	
  
on	
  commercials,	
  short	
  ]ilms	
  and	
  music	
  videos	
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  is	
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  ]ilms.	
  	
  Red's	
  vision	
  is	
  to	
  
get	
  more	
  acting	
  roles	
  in	
  ]ilms	
  and	
  he	
  is	
  hungry	
  for	
  experience.	
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Kumbirai	
  Makwindi	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Zimbabwe	
  and	
  moved	
  to	
  New	
  Zealand	
  in	
  2007	
  after	
  
attending	
  university	
  in	
  St	
  Petersburg.	
  	
  Kumbi	
  is	
  a	
  DJ	
  and	
  co-­‐runs	
  Auckland’s	
  most	
  experienced	
  
reggae	
  and	
  dance	
  hall	
  sound	
  system,	
  The	
  Jafa	
  MaVia.	
  	
  Kumbi	
  would	
  love	
  to	
  act	
  more,	
  but	
  with	
  a	
  
voice	
  that	
  is	
  “huge	
  for	
  a	
  little	
  man”,	
  his	
  heart	
  lies	
  more	
  in	
  vocal	
  performance.
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