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WRITER / DIRECTOR: Alison Maclean 
PRODUCER: Bridget Ikin 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Stuart Dryburgh 
ART DIRECTOR: Grant Major 
EDITOR: David Coulson 
SOUND DESIGN & MIX: John McKay & Chris Burt 
WIGS: Cheryl Newton 
ORIGINAL MUSIC: The Headless Chickens 
 
CAST: 
Theresa Healey – The Woman 
Peter Tait – The Man 
Annagreta Christian - Schoolgirl 
 
LOGLINE: 
From the bowels of the kitchen sink comes a dark and tender love. A nightmare come true… 
 
AWARDS: 
1989 Cannes Film Festival – Nominated, Palme d'Or Best Short Film  
1989 New Zealand Film and TV Awards – Short Film Award 
1989 Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival of Catalonia – Best Short Film  
1989 Sydney Film Festival – Audience Award for Best Short Film 
1990 Tampere Film Festival – Grand Prix 
1990 San Francisco Film Festival – Golden Gate Special Jury Award 
1990 Fantasporto Film Festival – International Fantasy Film Award, Best Short Film 
1991 Odense International Film Festival – Youth Award 
 
SELECT FESTIVAL SCREENINGS: 
1989 Cannes Film Festival, France 
1989 Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival of Catalonia, Spain 
1989 Wellington Film Festival, New Zealand 
1989 Melbourne Film Festival, Australia 
1989 Sydney Film Festival, Australia 
1990 Clermont Ferrand International Short Film Festival, France 
1990 Tampere Film Festival, Finland 
1990 International Film Festival Rotterdam, Netherlands 
1990 San Francisco Film Festival, USA 
1990 Fantasporto Film Festival, Portugal 
1991 Sundance Film Festival, USA 
1991 Odense International Film Festival, Denmark 
2002 Locarno Film Festival, Switzerland  
2014 San Sebastián International Film Festival, Spain 
2019 Zomerpark Feest, Netherlands 
2020 Tampere Film Festival, Finland – 50th Anniversary Retrospective Programme 
 
 
 



 

DIRECTOR BIO – ALISON MACLEAN: 
Born in Canada and raised in New Zealand, Alison Maclean came to international attention 
when her short film Kitchen Sink (1989) was nominated for the Palme d’Or at Cannes Film 
Festival and won eight awards at festivals worldwide. Starring a young Theresa Healey, it is 
arguably the most successful short film to come from New Zealand. Her debut New Zealand 
feature film Crush (1992), produced by Bridget Ikin, also played in competition at Cannes, 
and was the only debut feature In Competition. 
 
Alison then moved to the US and directed her second feature, Jesus’ Son (1999), which won 
the Little Gold Lion at the Venice Film Festival and earned Alison a Best Director nomination. 
 
Alison has since made her home in New York, working professionally as a director for the 
last two decades in commercials and television drama. She has directed episodes of the 
critically acclaimed series Sex in the City, Carnivale, The Tudors, The L-Word, and Gossip Girl. 
 
In addition to drama, Alison co-directed the documentary Person of Interest, which screened 
in competition at the Sundance Film Festival, and the comedic documentary/narrative 
hybrid Intolerable, which screened at the Edinburgh, Toronto, L.A., and Hamptons 
International Film festivals.  
 
Alison has continued to make short films, and is developing a number of feature projects. 
She directed the New Zealand feature film The Rehearsal, for which Maclean co-wrote an 
adapted the screenplay with novelist Emily Perkins, from Eleanor Catton’s first novel of the 
same name. 
 
 
 
 

"The story came to me in much the same way as events unfold for the 
woman in the film.  I could see this hair sticking out of the plughole 
and on closer inspection, the story began to emerge and to transform 
itself in quite a surprising way. 
 
It's a dark little fable about fear and desire - about a woman who re-
fashions a monster into a man, and finds herself falling for her 
creation. In some sense I see it as a Pygmalion-type story, with the 
genders reversed." – ALISON MACLEAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 
Film Title: Kitchen Sink 
Genre: Fantasy / Horror 
Duration: 14 minutes 
Original Format: 35mm, Black & White 
Remastered Format: DCP 
Frame Rate: 24fps 
Aspect Ratio: 1.85:1 
Country of Origin: Aotearoa, New Zealand 
Year of Completion: 1989 
Production Company: Hibiscus Films 
Language: English 
 
Kitchen Sink was digitised with funding from the New Zealand Film Commission’s 
Digitisation Programme 
 
DIGITISATION CREDITS: 
Production Company: Park Road Post Production 
Producer: Dean Watkins 
 
Digital Restoration, Colour Grade and DCP Creation of Kitchen Sink at Park Road Post 
Production, Wellington, New Zealand  
 
DIGITISATION NOTES: 
 
The Master Neg for Kitchen Sink was used for the scan, as this film element contained all of 
the original colour timing information. Once the film had been carefully inspected and 
prepared, it was scanned on an Arri film scanner at 2K resolution as a 10-bit DPX sequence.  
 
These DPX files were then used by Park Road Post’s restoration team to work on the digital 
restoration of the film, frame by frame.  
 
Firstly, a stabilization pass was applied to remove any unintended instability that might have 
been introduced and remove any obvious jumps on the original film splices. A de-flicker pass 
was done to remove any flicker that had also been introduced by the film duping process.  
A variety of semi-automated restoration tools were then used to seamlessly paint out and 
remove the more obvious dust, scratches and chemical marks from every frame of the film. 
Grain/noise reduction was applied across the film to reduce and manage the amount of 
visible grain that was present, but some is still retained for a more classic filmic look.  
 
Once the restoration was completed, the film was handed over to Park Road Post's 
colourist, Jon Newell, who then started work on the colour restoration process. Initially, the 
film was colour balanced to remove any unintended photochemical colour cast that had 
been introduced due to degradation of the dyes and film stock. Then a second colour 
grading pass was done to carefully enhance and maintain the creative look that was 
established by director Alison Maclean and cinematographer Stuart Drysburgh.  
 



 

A 5.1 audio track was transferred and digitised off digitised mag and sent to Park Road 
Post's digital mastering department to be synced to the newly restored picture. This digital 
intermediate was then used to create a master tape version in HD CamSR, plus several 
master digital file formats for streaming and a 2K DCP for theatrical release. 
 
Writer/director Alison Maclean was fully consulted throughout the digitisation process. 
 

 
 

 

 

WHAT FOLLOWS IS THE ORIGINAL PRESS KIT FOR ‘KITCHEN SINK’, FROM 1989 
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