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LOGL INE

Murdering a man may be 7 year old Charlies only escape. 

ONE L INER

When forced into killing his imaginary friend, an internal battle spills over into an external crisis.

SHORT  SYN OPS IS

Charlie, a 7 year old boy from an isolated part of New Zealand, is at a crossroads in life. Too 
old for an imaginary friend but not quite ready to let him go, Charlie’s father gently pushes him 
towards the decision to kill his only friend in the forest behind their house. Phillip, Charlie’s 
friend, is not willing to disapear from Charlie’s life so he lingers in the hope that Charlie will 
change his mind. 

When the friendship between Charlie and Phillip looks to be on the mend, a disastrous incident 
occurs making Charlie acutely aware of the collision that is occurring between reality and 
fantasy.  This insight forces Charlie to make some hard decisions. 



DIRECTOR ’S  N OTES

Killing Phillip is a film born out of isolation. New Zealand is a geographically isolated country, 
with some parts of the country seeming as though they are on the edge of the world.  That 
feeling can manifest itself in New Zealand society through traits that are both positive and 
negative. There is a thriving creative community forged by the imaginations of some of the 
worlds most innovative thinkers as well as an underbelly of darkness and violence.

These two themes became the central focus for this film. I wanted to explore the idea of the 
destruction of a young boy’s imagination initiated by the desire to grow up as well as his first 
encounter of an adult world laced with seemingly justifiable aggression. 

The story follows a young boy as he struggle with the pressures of growing up and the 
disastrous effects of the collision between the imaginary world he has created and the real 
world. It is a coming of age story where youthful innocence is replaced with harsh realities. 

DIRECTOR ’S  B IOGRAPHY

Adam Gunser recieved a degree in Fine Arts majoring in Digital and Moving Imagery from the 
Otago School of Fine Arts where he graduated with the top marks in the school.  

After graduating, he began his directing career by making music videos for some of New 
Zealand’s biggest bands. This quickly transitioned into a career in television commercial 
directing where he has become one of New Zealand’s most sought after talents. He has 
received numerous awards over the years including two Young Director Awards at Cannes 
2008, A Cannes Silver Lion for a viral he directed for Ford, as well as a swag of other 
international advertising awards.

Now at the tender age of 30, Adam is working internationally directing commercials throughout 
Europe, America,  New Zealand, and Australia where he continues to create visually exciting, 
emotive and innovative work. 

PRODUCER ’S  B IOGRAPHY

Declan Cahill has been working in moving image production for the last couple of decades. He 
has done lots,been to lots of places ,seen lots of different ways of shooting and still loves it. He 
has been involved in promoting the benefits of the Film Industry and Moving Images for a long 
time.



C INEMATOGRAPHER ’S  B IOGRAPHY

Ian has been involved with the New Zealand film and television industry since 1990 when he 
attended the NZFTV school after completing a degree in anthropology at Victoria University, 
Wellington.

He has worked in many departments in the industry and because of this and his work ethic he 
developed a strong reputation as a reliable, professional and talented team member working 
on a variety of feature films and TVC’s for some of New Zealand’s and the worlds foremost 
directors and cinematographers.

Throughout this period Ian was also shooting scores of music videos, short films and TVC’s with 
his directorial peers which would eventually lead them to become a driving and dominant force 
in the New Zealand commercial and drama arena.
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