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LOGLINE:

A mother’s love can tear a family apart.  

ONE LINER:

A heartbreaking decision cripples a loving mother who is torn between her loyalty to 
her children and doing what is right.

SHORT SYNOPSIS:

Discovering her two sons have committed a heinous crime, a devoted mother is torn 
by the heartbreaking decision she must make. 

Her sons may eventually forgive her, but can she ever forgive herself?

SYNOPSIS:

HOME is a gripping story of a close-knit family that’s torn apart, when a mother 
uncovers the truth about her two adult sons, and the heinous murder that they have 
committed. 

Forced to choose between her love for them and her moral obligation to do what is 
right, she is torn apart emotionally, physically and spiritually. 

She does the unthinkable and notifies the police about 
her sons. 

Oblivious to the fate that awaits them, the boys wake 
to find their Mother has prepared a bountiful feast – a 
Last Supper – which is interrupted by the arrival of 
the Police at their home.

HOME challenges us all, and questions the price we 
are willing to pay, to help the ones we love. 

Where do you draw the line?



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

HOME is a powerful story of the complexities of a mother’s love for her children and 
has an undeniable impact. I was drawn to the beautifully crafted script, written by 
Aroha Awarau, because it needed only a small committed cast and crew. 

The defining theme and subsequent conflict arises from a mother’s deep love for her 
children and the anguish to do what society has deemed as the right thing to do. Here 
lies the subtle beauty of the short film, making it a compelling and visually stimulating 
cinematic story with an important universal message. 

HOME reconnects the audience to the importance of the stay-at-home parent and 
the enormity of that role; the laborious housework and the effort needed to keeping 
the home running smoothly, making it a place of refuge, safety, comfort, filled with 
love.

The mother has devoted her whole life to raise her sons, building a home and then is 
forced to destroy it, everything that she has known and loved. 

As a creator of theatre and a fledging film maker, I understand that it’s important to 
have something to say. I was drawn to direct HOME because of the multiple layers 
embedded in the narrative, the cinematic nature of the piece and the lack of dialogue, 
giving the actors the ability to explore their range.



DIRECTOR
  
Chris Molloy (Ngati Manawa/Tuhoe)

Chris Molloy has worked consistently in New Zealand film, television and theater for 
the past 10 years, since graduating from The School of Performing and Screen Arts 
at Unitec in Auckland, then the University of Auckland, completing a Master of Arts in 
2010.

Chris is originally from a small forestry town, Murupara (Ngati Manawa/Tuhoe) and 
moved to Auckland to become an actor. It wasn’t too long after, that he realized he 
needed to create his own work. 

He is now an educator, producer, director and writer for film, TV and theatre, with a 
strong focus on developing and supporting the local arts community. 

He is the Creative Director and founder of the South Auckland Theatre Collective, The 
Native Factory, Indigenous Theatre Group, and the South Auckland Writers Group. He 
is currently developing two TV shows for TVNZ, as well as several short and feature 
film projects. 

His latest commissioned theatre work, “Putorino Hill” is produced by Taki Rua and 
The Court Theatre and premiered in Wellington / Auckland in June, 2014.

WRITER, PRODUCER
  
Aroha Awarau (Ngati Maru/Ngati Porou)

Aroha is an award winning journalist who won the 2008 New Zealand Magazine 
Journalist of the year (Mass Market) at the Magazine Publishers Association Awards 
and was a finalist for the same award in 2011 and 2012. 

In 2013 he was named New Zealand Celebrity and Entertainment Magazine 
Journalist of the year.

He was the News Editor for top selling magazine Woman’s Day before returning to 
the NZ Woman’s Weekly as a senior writer. 

Aroha worked in the film and television industry for two years, working on well known 
feature films What Becomes of a Broken Hearted and The Price of Milk.

Aroha is also a playwright, with his short plays being staged in Auckland and Sydney, 
Australia. His first full length play, Luncheon premiered in Auckland in late May 2014.

HOME is Aroha’s first short film script. As well as writing the screenplay, Aroha was 
introduced to the producing world, ably guided by experienced film and television 
producer, Mina Mathieson. 



EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, PRODUCER

Mina Mathieson (Taranaki, Ngati Apakura, Ngati Mahuta, Ngati Kinohaku)

Mina Mathieson is a practitioner and advocate of creative and conscious 
communication and has produced and directed numerous New Zealand television 
shows, short films and documentaries. She established her company m3media as a 
vehicle to develop indigenous voices and their stories across multi-media platforms. 

A Freelance producer, director, editor – Mina Mathieson is a talented, hard working 
and savvy hyphenate. Developing her multi-tasking skill base for the past 16 years, 
Mina has honed her craft in the moving images industry across various genres 
including drama (short and long form), documentary, current affairs, corporate and 
educational.

Her film credits include her debut feature film, The Pa Boys, which was released to 
critical review in New Zealand in February 2014 and the award winning short film 
Warbrick in 2008.

Mina is also a sought after director, editor and production manager for a wide range 
of television shows in both English and Maori.

Mina’s transferable skills have seen her provide a range of services and roles including 
key creative, management, administration, production, coordination, marketing and 
consultancy to many business and organisations across varied sectors, including 
corporate and event management. 
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