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L O G L I N E  

 

One night out stealing, two boys learn a lesson. 

 

O N E  L I N E R  

 

One night out stealing two boys break into a house and find themselves 

confronted with an unexpected situation that will test their friendship and force 

the boys to consider another way. 

 

S H O R T  S Y N O P S I S  

 

Vinnie and his friend Jonah spend their nights on the streets of South Auckland 

tagging and stealing. One night Vinnie has had enough. He tries to break away 

from his overbearing friend but is drawn back in when Jonah threatens and 

humiliates him. When they break into a house and find themselves confronted 

with an unexpected situation it will be a test of their friendship, forcing Vinnie to 

take the lead and show Jonah another way. 
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D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 

This is a story which comes from growing up in a place that I found very 

confronting and harsh.  I spent most of my childhood in the country and when my 

family moved to the city I found it very hard to adjust.  We moved to the south of 

Auckland, New Zealand’s largest city.  South Auckland is populated mostly by 

Maori and Pacific islands peoples.  Many struggle to survive and we were no 

different.  Alcohol and drug abuse is wide spread and with mum and dad never 

home I slowly adapted to my environment.  This is a story about how I am trying to 

deal with that part of my life. 

 
 
 

 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  B I O G R A P H Y  

 

Born in picturesque Wanganui and brought up in Raetihi, I moved to Auckland 

when I was twelve. After leaving high school, I studied acting at Northland 

Polytech for two years. 

 

The following year I got my first acting break with the role of Mookie in What 

Became of the Broken Hearted, the sequel of Once Were Warriors. Since then I 

have had roles in many film and television productions including Jacksons Wharf, 

Whale Rider, Fracture and Outrageous Fortune. 

 

Along the way I have supplemented my income by working as a lighting 

technician, grip, camera assistant and art department assistant on various film 

and TV productions over the years. 

 

I have also acted in theatre productions such as Take Me Home Mister, Awhina 

and Popokorua and Kihikihi. 

 

A highlight was the opportunity to work with Jim Moriarty’s Te Rakau Drama 

Company which involved intensive drama workshops with at-risk youth. This 

involved travelling to schools and borstals all over the country and working with a 

wide variety of troubled kids. 

 

During the last couple of years I have worked with Hone Kouka as an Assistant 

Director on theatre productions And What Remains and The Prophet. This gave 

me a valuable opportunity to work with actors’ performances and learn more 

about the craft of directing. 

 



 
P R O D U C E R ’ S  B I O G R A P H Y  

 

Ainsley Gardner   

 
Ainsley is of Te Whanau-a-Apanui, Whakatohea, Ngati Awa, and Ngati Pikiao 

descent. She began her involvement in film in 1995 with the Avalon Film and TV 

production course. The course included work placement with Kahukura 

Productions, and she maintained a close affiliation with them, which has seen her 

emerge as one of New Zealand's most promising young Producers. Ainsley was 

appropriately acknowledged by WIFT as The Emerging Producer of the Year 2004 

and again in 2007 for Achievement in Film. 

 

As well as producing three features before she was 28, she also produced a 26-

episode comedy for television. She has also produced short films and worked on 

commercials, shorts and corporate videos in production and as an Assistant 

Director for other companies. Notably Ainsley produced the short film ‘Two Cars 

One Night’ written and directed by Taika Waititi. 

 

Producer of NZ’s top grossing film ‘BOY’ and ‘Eagle vs. Shark’, the relationship 

between Ainsley and Taika is a key partnership that expects to see a long and 

fruitful filmmaking career for both in New Zealand.  She has just directed a short 

film, Mokopuna, funded by Creative New Zealand and is about to direct her 

second. 

 

 

Chelsea Winstanley  

 
Chelsea has been involved in the film and Television industry since graduating 

from Auckland University of Technology in 2003. She worked at Kiwa media for 5 

years producing and directing TV Series and documentaries. She has won and has 

been nominated for the Media Peace Awards with her documentaries.  

 

In 2007 she set up StanStrong Ltd, which she owns and operates with Producer 

Desray Armstrong. Chelsea has maintained an active role in television directing 

for other companies and freelance producing documentaries and factual series.   

 

She coproduced her first Short film in 2007 Patu Ihu with Angela Littlejohn. She 

has had the opportunity of working with some of the most influential and 

experienced people within NZ’s film and television industry since then. As a 

producer Chelsea has made two other short films ‘Meathead’ and  ‘Taku Rakau 

E’. In a production role Chelsea has worked on ‘Boy’ and ‘Show of Hands’. She is 

currently producing the short film ‘Hitched’.  

 

Chelsea has been an executive board member of Nga Aho Whakaari and has sat 

on the governance board of WIFT – NZ. Chelsea won the Woman to Watch award 

at WIFT 2009 Film and Television Awards.  
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