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LOGLINE

What if your reflection had a mind of its own?

SHORT SYNOPSIS

George has hit rock bottom. He’s fallen so low that even his reflection 
has turned its back on him. When it disappears altogether, George 
sets off on a quest through the looking glass to haul himself back 
from the abyss and face his grief.

LONG SYNOPSIS

A year after the death of the love of his life, George has hit rock 
bottom. He’s disheveled, living in squalor and lacking hygiene. He 
can’t even hang himself properly. 

He’s in such a sorry state that this morning, in the bathroom, George 
discovers that his reflection has turned its back on him. Following 
a frustrating attempt to trick it into turning around, George angrily 
throws a cup at the mirror, which then smashes, revealing a portal 
to a mysterious dark water void.

Suited up in old diving gear, George enters the portal and traverses 
the abyss in search of himself. When he emerges back in the 
bathroom with his reflection in tow, a clumsy fight ensues between 
the two flabby men, coming to an abrupt end when George gives 
his reflection a swift swipe to the face with a dirty toilet brush.

Face to face with what he has become, George’s reflection gives 
him just the push he needs to confront his wife’s death and begin 
to deal with his grief.
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dIREcTOR’S NOTES

The inspiration for Dive comes from the surrealist painting ‘La 
Reproduction Interdite’ (1937) by Rene Magritte. The painting 
shows the commissioner ‘Edward James’ staring in the mirror. 
Instead of seeing his face, he finds himself staring at the back of 
his own head - his reflection has turned its back on him.

I have always found the image intriguing, and several years ago 
I came face to face with the original at a surrealist exhibition in 
London. As I sat there staring at it, I wondered why your reflection 
would turn its back on you? This short film is my answer to that 
question. A suicide attempt incites the protagonist’s reflection to turn 
its back on him, the film then follows his quest to get his reflection 
back and deal with the reasons for wanting to end his own life.

While the film has some dark themes, it was important to me that 
it also had a sense of humour, and was essentially uplifting. Most 
doppelganger stories tend to be negative – in myths and novels the 
doppelganger appears and takes over the hero’s life – but being 
the surviving half of a pair of identical twins (my brother died in 
childbirth), I have always wondered what it would be like to be face 
to face with my other half. For me, it would be an emotional though 
perfectly natural and positive experience. Dive has been a way to 
explore that idea, a film about facing yourself and moving on. The 
protagonist’s reflection represents the part of his subconscious that wants him to get over his grief and move 
on with his life – yet it is still him, and subject to his idiosyncrasies and temper.

When writing the film, I decided that any elements of horror, comedy and drama had to come naturally 
from the kernel of the idea. The film does not have imposing sound design to tell the audience how to feel 
or think, and I made a conscious decision to shoot it as ‘in camera’ as possible, avoiding unnecessary VFX, 
and keep the set design as mundane as possible to make the world of the story believable.

The result in my mind is a dark surrealist comedy or fantasy that lives in the real world. I hope you enjoy 
watching it as much as I have enjoyed making it.

MATTHEW SAVILLE – Writer /director

Matthew works as a writer, director and actor in Auckland New Zealand, where he lives with his young family.
Born in Durban, South Africa to a Kiwi mother and South African father, his family moved to NZ in 1982. 
However, his connection to South Africa’s history and culture is still a very strong part of his identity.

Growing up in the New Zealand countryside, Matthew’s struggle with dyslexia ironically led him to a profound 
love of writing and creating stories. At University he discovered theatre and film and went on to graduate with 
a Bachelor of Performing Arts and a Masters in Screenwriting.

For the last seven years he has worked as a freelance writer, and actor in television, film and theatre. He has 
starred in, written and script edited several successful New Zealand television dramas, comedies and feature 
films including The Blue Rose, Super City and The Most Fun You Can Have Dying.

Dive is his second short film. His first, Hitch Hike, premiered at the Tampere International Short Film Festival in 
2012 and has been touring the film festival circuit since then.

Matthew is currently working on several feature scripts both for himself and other directors.



JuLIA PARNELL – Producer

Julia Parnell is the company director of Notable Pictures, a boutique 
production house in Auckland, New Zealand currently specialising 
in documentary and short film. 

She has produced and directed multiple acclaimed television 
documentaries and series on a wide range of topics such as social 
justice, migrant and refugee experiences and popular music 
biographies. Julia has also produced, in association with the New 
Zealand Film Commission, a number of dramatic shorts including 
Hitch Hike, Friday Tigers (winner of the NZIFF Best New Zealand 
Short Film), Rising Dust and now Dive. 

Notable Pictures is currently creating the exciting and groundbreaking 
new initiative Loading Docs pioneered by Julia and on which she is 
the Executive Producer. The project is designed to fund, create and 
distribute short New Zealand documentaries and is being made in 
association with the New Zealand Film Commission and NZ On Air. 

BYRON cOLL – Actor

Byron Coll has been working consistently in film and theatre since 
graduating from Toi Whakaari: NZ Drama School in 2007. His 
work includes roles in Jane Campion’s Top of the Lake, Warp 
Films’ multi award-winning feature Shopping by Louis Sutherland 
and Mark Albiston, Sticky Pictures’ television drama Tangiwai, and 
Gaylene Preston’s Home by Christmas. In 2012, Byron appeared in 
Warner Brothers’ Jack the Giant Slayer, directed by Bryan Singer.

Byron may be most recognisable as Tim, the over-enthusiastic All 
Blacks supporter in the award-winning Mastercard commercials. 
He was most recently awarded Actor of the Year at the 2013 
Chapman Tripp Wellington Theatre awards for his work in 
Midsummer by David Grieg.

duNcAN cOLE – dOP

Duncan Cole is an award-winning cinematographer based in Auckland, New Zealand.

Originally a commercial and documentary photographer, Duncan first picked up a motion picture camera 
in 1998 to shoot a music clip for Wellington band Shihad. He’s hardly put it down since, and at last count 
he had shot more than 150 videos for a huge cross-section of artists, including the Finn brothers, Bic Runga, 
Goodshirt, Brooke Fraser and Blindspott.

More recently he has been spending his time shooting TV commercials, including spots for Sony, Tourism 
New Zealand and Fiji Tourism. His resume also includes a number of New Zealand based drama projects 
including the feature films The Devil Dared Me To and The Last Magic Show (winner – Best Cinematography 
– NZ Screen Awards).
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