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Log Line

Can a man’s love truly last eternity?

Short Synopsis

New Zealand 1899. James, devastated by the loss of his wife, is lured into a
lifestyle of depravity by a group of societal fringe-dwellers. An intriguing
gothic thriller.

Long Synopsis

James lies at the graveside of his wife Helen. He recalls an invite from his
friend Archie to attend a party. James arrives by carriage to a grand house
and welcomed by his old friend Archie who ushers him in to meet the host of
the party Callum, and James draws the attention of a beautiful lady Isabelle.

Callum insists that James should stay the night and even offers some fine
clothes to wear. James enjoys the party but is reminded of some curious
stories about the house and its guests. He is surprised and seduced by
Isabelle whilst alone in the wine store. James manages to recover his
composure but is distraught by the renewed party debauchery and a strange
warning from the maid. Archie persuades James to rest a while.

James mourns for Helen and contemplates his own death. James is alarmed
to hear the maid screaming as she is pursued by Callum across the lawn. On
returning to the party, James discovers it is really a coven of vampires. He is
seduced and forgetting his grief momentarily gives himself to Isabelle. James
realises too late that this new vampire life has cursed him to be separated
from his beloved Helen forever.



Film Festival Screenings

2005 Clermont Ferrand International Film Festival — Market Screening,
France
2006 Chicago Horror Film Festival, USA

Director’s Notes: David Gunson

The tales of Victorian horror and suspense have been a rich source of our
mythology. The Edgar Allen Poe stories, Frankenstein, Jack the Ripper and
Jekyll and Hyde have resonated with themes of love and destruction. Add to
the mix the ghoulish nature of the nosferatu or vampire and you have a world
of high stakes, deception, death and sex. These days true love is so often
seen as a transient and illusive thing but in the Victorian age it was seen as a
powerful bond that defeated even death so that love, no matter how fleeting
for mortals could be renewed in the afterlife.

In Auld Lang Syne, James is in despair at the death of his wife, but is
enchanted by the hosts of a party and the allure of Isabelle, a beautiful
seductress. James ignores his better nature and offers himself to the
vampires -forfeiting his chance to rest in peace with his wife, and thus
condemned to walk for forever in the half-light between the living and the
dead. The story takes place when in an age when ethics and duty were
paramount, when the rules of society dictated behaviour; these rules once
discarded lead to unwished for desires. Over the course of this tale these
feelings consume a man who strays down the wrong path.

Director’s Bio

David Gunson was studying Graphic Design when the filmmaking bug bit him
and he soon discovered the joy of creating new worlds for the camera. David
has since directed several ‘Film Noir’ Super-8 epics, music videos for Darcy
Clay (Jesus | was evil) and Hayley Westenra and made two 16mm films
dealing with the supernatural and the historical, -two of his favourite subjects,
which have naturally come together for his first N.Z.F.C. film Auld Lang Syne.
David’s film heroes are Stanley Kubrick, Len Lye, David Lean and the Coen
Brothers.




Production Company: Elevenmedia

Producer: Karl Zohrab

Karl is a film producer based in Auckland, New Zealand.

His recent short film WATER (director: Chris Graham, writer: Anthony Clyde)
screened in competition at the Sundance Film Festival 2004 and won Best
Short Film at the Brussels Fantasy Short Film Festival. It has sold to Canal +
(France, Belgium & Poland) and Universal (Italy). Karl’s earlier short film

A NEW WAY HOME (writer/director: Michael Duignan) enjoyed selection at
the Edinburgh and Melbourne International Film Festivals.

Karl also works as an Executive Producer, overseeing the development and
production for a slate of six short films for the NZ Film Commission. These
films include TAMA TU (writ/dir: Taika Waititi — Sundance 2005, Berlin 2005 —
Special Jury Prize Panorama Section) TRUANT (dir: Michael Duignan, New
York Film Festival 2005) and THE LITTLE THINGS (writ/dir: Reina Webster —
Special Jury Prize Berlin Kinderfest 2005).

Karl also produces television - his comedy pilot TALENT, funded by TVNZ
and NZ On Air, screened in August 2005.

He also has a number of feature films in development, some of them with the
NZ Film Commission.

Karl’s efforts and talents have already been recognized by the NZ Film
Industry - he is the only producer to have won the SPADA Young Filmmaker
of the Year.
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