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New Zealand Film Certification
Guidelines for Applicants
February 2026
Please read these guidelines carefully before submitting your application. If you have any accessibility requirements or require this information in a different format, please email certifications@nzfilm.co.nz. 

Introduction
Under section EJ 6 of the Income Tax Act 2007, the New Zealand Film Commission (NZFC) certifies productions as New Zealand films for tax purposes. The NZFC will certify a film as a “New Zealand film” if it determines the film has, or will on completion have, “significant New Zealand content”, as defined in section 18 of the New Zealand Film Commission Act 1978.

New Zealand Screen Production Rebate for New Zealand Productions (NZSPR-NZ)
If you have received your Final Certificate for the NZSPR-NZ, you do not need to apply separately for New Zealand film certification for tax purposes; your NZSPR-NZ Final Certificate fulfils this requirement.

Official Co-productions
Certified official co-productions made under one or more of New Zealand’s film co-production arrangements are deemed to have “significant New Zealand content” under the New Zealand Film Commission Act 1978. If you have received your final certification as an official co-production, you do not need to apply separately for New Zealand film certification for tax purposes; your final certification as an official co-production fulfils this requirement.

NZFC-funded films
If you have received NZFC production investment or post-production funding and are not applying for official co-production certification, or the NZSPR-NZ, you will need to apply separately to the NZFC for New Zealand film certification if required for tax purposes. However, as the NZFC already assesses a film’s significant New Zealand content during its funding assessment process, you will only need to fill out the initial section of the application form to confirm your film’s delivery date and to authorise the NZFC to refer to existing documentation held on file to certify your film. 

All other films
If none of the three categories above apply to your film, your film will be assessed for significant New Zealand content as outlined overleaf and you will need to submit all required documentation for that assessment as set out in the application form. 

Who can apply?
A New Zealand production company that has completed or will complete a film. For the purpose of certifying a film as a “New Zealand film,” a “film” is defined under the Income Tax Act 2007 as: 
(a) a recording on any medium from which a moving image may by any means be produced; and
(b) includes a part of any such recording.

How to apply
There are two stages to the application process:
· Provisional application
You can apply for a provisional certificate, if the film is not completed. This stage is optional but recommended.
· Final application
You can apply for a final certificate once the film is completed. 

Application forms can be downloaded from the NZFC’s website. You can also email us at certifications@nzfilm.co.nz for a copy. 

For both stages, all applicants must supply a signed and witnessed statutory declaration, certifying that the content of the application form and any supporting materials are true and correct. 

Filled in application forms and all required materials should be sent to certifications@nzfilm.co.nz. 
By submitting an application, you are agreeing to comply with the NZFC’s Code of Conduct.
Processing times
The NZFC generally aims to assess all provisional and final applications within six weeks of receipt of a complete application. For NZFC-funded films, turnaround time is likely to be much less than this.
Assessment
Applications received by the NZFC are assessed by any one or more of the Chief Executive, Chief Financial Officer, Head of Co-Production and Incentives or the Head of Legal and Business Affairs or on referral by the Certification Committee. Unless the film has already received NZFC funding and therefore already had its significant New Zealand content assessed, applications are assessed for significant New Zealand content with due regard to Section 18(2) of the New Zealand Film Commission Act 1978. For more information, refer to the New Zealand Content Information Sheet on our website. 
The NZFC and the Certification Committee uses these guidelines along with an indicative points test (set out overleaf and similar to the NZSPR-NZ Significant New Zealand Content Test), to assist in their decision-making. 

Discretion
These guidelines and the points test are not fixed policy rules. In all cases, the NZFC and the Certification Committee will apply their judgment and discretion in determining whether a film has “significant New Zealand content”.  
Points test
Subject to that discretion, most New Zealand productions are expected to display strong New Zealand on-screen elements. The points test is weighted so that films featuring New Zealand settings, characters or cultural themes should generally meet the minimum points threshold. A score of at least 20 out of 32 points will usually indicate significant New Zealand content for tax certification purposes. 

However, the assessment is not intended to restrict filmmakers’ creativity or to limit them to New Zealand-set stories. A production may still qualify as having significant New Zealand content under section 18 of the New Zealand Film Commission Act 1978 without identifiable New Zealand settings, characters, or cultural elements. In such cases, the film will typically need to demonstrate strong New Zealand creative input or underlying material, along with high levels of New Zealand production activity and filmmaker involvement.
Provisional and Final Certificates
If the film is assessed as having “significant New Zealand content” then the applicant is issued with either a provisional or final certificate. A provisional certificate is valid for 12 months from the date of issue. The NZFC will send a copy of the certificate to the IRD as is required by the Income Tax Act 2007.
Referral of applications to the Certification Committee
If the initial view is that a provisional or final certificate should not be granted, the applicant will be notified, and the application will be referred to the NZFC’s Certification Committee for a final decision.

The applicant has the right to have an advocate attend the Certification Committee meeting at which their application is considered. The Certification Committee also has the right to appoint an industry representative to attend the meeting. Any advocate or representative attending a Certification Committee meeting will be consulted for their views during the meeting but may not exercise a vote.
Revocation of a certificate
The NZFC may revoke a provisional or final certificate if it is satisfied that the certificate should not remain in force, whether because an incorrect statement was made when information was provided for the purpose of obtaining a certificate, or for any other reason. A revoked certificate is void from the time the certificate was originally issued. The NZFC will notify the IRD of any certificate that is revoked. 
Confidentiality and Privacy
We will use reasonable efforts to keep the information you provide confidential. Information that you supply to the NZFC for certification purposes (including personal information) may be provided to staff and Board members, including the NZFC’s Certification Committee, and to industry representatives during the assessment process. Any information you provide to the NZFC is also subject to requests made pursuant to the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA). In processing a request under the OIA, the NZFC may consult with the relevant applicant prior to issuing a response to the request.
Applicants must obtain prior consent from third parties to include their personal information in an application, as required by the NZFC’s Privacy Policy.

Need more help?
[bookmark: _Toc35376826]You are welcome to engage with NZFC staff to discuss your application. Please email certifications@nzfilm.co.nz to schedule a meeting in person, by Teams/Zoom or by phone. 

Please note, we cannot give you tax advice. For tax advice, please contact the IRD. 
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Note the NZFC reserves the right to update or otherwise vary these guidelines from time to time. The guidelines in effect at the time a provisional or final application is received by the NZFC will apply. 




	Certification as a New Zealand Film for Tax Purposes: Significant New Zealand Content Test
	

	A. New Zealand subject matter, setting, characters and creative material
	Points available

	1. Subject Matter
2 points can be awarded for subject matter if the film features subject matter or issues of particular relevance to New Zealand citizens or residents.
	2

	2. Lead Characters
1 point can be awarded if at least one of the lead characters is a New Zealand character. A character is a New Zealand character if they are identifiable as a New Zealand citizen or a New Zealand permanent resident. In general, a character should be a New Zealand citizen or a New Zealand permanent resident for the majority of their time on screen in order to be considered a New Zealand character. For documentaries, subjects, presenters and narrators are considered lead characters.  
	1

	3. Creative Material
2 points can be awarded if the film is an original screenplay by a New Zealand citizen or a New Zealand permanent resident or is based on a book, story, article or play written by a New Zealand citizen or a New Zealand permanent resident or is based on an original concept by a New Zealand citizen or New Zealand resident. 1 point can be awarded in the case where the underlying material is not by a qualifying person, but qualifying persons have been heavily involved in its development (e.g. a qualifying person may have done a rewrite of the screenplay or co-authored the material).
	2 (0-2)

	4. Setting
3 points can be awarded if 75% of the film is set in New Zealand as measured by on-screen content (in minutes). 2 points: 50%; 1 point: 25%.
	3 (0-3)

	Total – Section A
	8

	B. New Zealand Personnel
	Points available

	1. Key ATL Personnel
Each of the ATL roles below can be awarded 2 points if a qualifying person (New Zealand citizen or New Zealand permanent resident) is appointed in the role.
	

	a) Producer
	2

	b) Director
	2

	c) Scriptwriter
Where there are multiple scriptwriters for the project, the qualifying person must have written at least 50% of the script.
	2

	d) Lead Actor
For documentaries, actors only if there are significant dramatic recreations. For animation: Lead voice actors. 
	2

	2. Key BTL Personnel
Each of these BTL roles can be awarded 1 point if they are filled by a qualifying person. For documentaries and animated films see the application form for a list of roles eligible for points. Up to 6 points claimable.
	

	a) Digital/Visual/Special Effects Supervisor
	1

	b) DOP
	1

	c) Editor
	1

	d) Production Designer
	1

	e) Composer
	1

	f) Costume Designer
	1

	3. Supporting actors
1 point can be awarded if at least 80% of the cast are qualifying persons.
	1

	4. Supporting crew and technicians
1 point can be awarded if at least 80% of the crew are qualifying persons.
	1

	Total – Section B
	16

	C. New Zealand Production Activity 
	Points available

	1. Production Locations
One point each can be awarded if the majority of filming, pre-production or post-production activity took place, or will take place, in New Zealand:
	

	a) Pre-production
	1

	b) Production
	1

	c) Post-production
	1

	Total – Section C
	3

	D. New Zealand Businesses
	Points available

	1. Production Company
1 point can be awarded if New Zealand citizens or New Zealand permanent residents have management and control of the lead production company.
	1

	2. Sources of financing
1 point can be awarded if 80% of the film’s finance is from New Zealand.
	1

	3. Copyright/Ownership of IP
2 points can be awarded if there is 100% New Zealand ownership of intellectual property in the film. 1 point if there is at least 50% New Zealand ownership of the intellectual property.
	2 (0-2)

	4. Ownership of equipment and technical facilities 
1 point can be awarded if at least 80% of the equipment and facilities used to make the film are owned by New Zealand citizens or New Zealand residents.
	1

	Total – Section D
	5

	TOTAL (MINIMUM 20 POINTS)
	/32



Note the NZFC reserves the right to update this points test from time to time. The points test in effect at the time a provisional or final application is received by the NZFC will apply. 
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